
NURS K492/J692 Contemporary Global Health Issues  

SYLLABUS 

COURSE INFORMATION 

 Credit hours: 3 didactic 

 Placement in curriculum: Students may take the course as it fits their plan of study 

 Prerequisite(s): BSN students must have completed one semester in nursing school 
 

 FACULTY 
Barbara S. deRose, NP-C, PhD 
Clinical Assistant Professor, Science in Nursing Care 
Campus address: NU W403 
Phone: (317) 278-3783 
E-mail: bderose@iu.edu 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTON  

Students will study another country’s nursing and healthcare system and healthcare issues. The 

focus will be exploring the ways in which culture, care delivery, and health policy impact the 

design of care. Immersed in a global nursing care environment, students gain relevant 

intercultural and clinical knowledge as well as an understanding of the aggregate health 

concerns.  

PROGRAM OUTCOMES AND COURSE COMPETENCIES (CC) 

BSN Program Outcomes 

At the conclusion of this 

program, the student will 

be: 

MSN Program Outcomes  

At the conclusion of this 

program, the student will 

be able to:  

 Course Competencies  

At the conclusion of this 

experience, the student will 

be able to:  

A critical thinker who 

demonstrates intellectual 

engagement and uses 

evidence as a basis for 

clinical reasoning and 

decision-making. 

Frame problems, design 
interventions, specify 
outcomes, and measure 
achievement of outcomes 
while balancing human, 
fiscal, and material 
resources to achieve quality 
health outcomes 

Apply diverse cultural 

frames of reference and 

alternate perspectives to 

think critically about 

problems within a cross-

cultural context.  

A culturally sensitive 

individual who provides 

holistic individual, family, 

Model excellence in nursing 
leadership to improve 
nursing practice within a 
complex health care system 

Explain how culturally 

sensitive holistic nursing 

care is provided to 



community, and population-

centered nursing care. 

 vulnerable individuals, 

families, and aggregates in 

the host country. 

An individual who 

understands and considers 

the impact of health care 

policy, finance, and 

regulatory environments on 

care delivery. 

Systematically apply 
evidence from research 
findings to answer clinical 
questions, solve clinical 
problems, and develop 
innovative nursing 
interventions and health 
policies for selected patient 
populations 

Explain policies, regulations 

and financing arrangements 

used by host country public 

and private organizations to 

impact healthcare delivery. 

An individual who embodies 

the professional identity of 

the nurse and who translates 

the inherent values of the 

nursing profession into the 

ethical and legal practice of 

nursing. 

Articulate the effects of 

culture, diversity, values, 

and globalization in the 

design, delivery, and 

evaluation of health 

services 

 

Articulate issues of 

professional identify of the 

nurse in the US, ethical and 

legal values, and regulations 

influencing nursing practice, 

to host country colleagues 

in a culturally sensitive 

manner. 

An effective communicator 

who collaborates with 

interprofessional team 

members, patients, and their 

support systems for 

improved health outcomes. 

Demonstrate collaborative 
practice and interpret 
nursing science within an 
interdisciplinary context 
 

Demonstrate effective 

intercultural 

communication skills with 

host country students, 

faculty and 

interprofessional agency 

staff. 

An individual who embraces 

and employs innovations in 

information management 

and technology in the 

delivery of quality patient 

care. 

Use information technology 
and knowledge-based 
resources to manage and 
transform data that inform 
clinical practice 
 

Describe host country 

facility information 

management and 

technology resources used 

by nurses in healthcare 

facilities in the delivery of 

high quality patient care. 

 
 
 



 
REQUIRED TEXT 
Skolnik, R. (2012). Global health 101 (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Jones & Bartlett. 
 
REQUIRED READINGS  
Required Readings prior to course: 

Meaney, M. (2008). The essential guide to customs and culture: Spain. New York, NY: Random 
House.  

 
General information about Spanish healthcare 

a.    García-Armesto, S., Abadía-Taira, M. B., Durán, A., Hernándex-Quevedo, C., & 

Bernal-Delgado, E. (2010). Spain: Health system review. Health Systems in Transition, 

12(4). Copenhagen: Denmark: World Health Organization. 

b.    http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_National_Health_System  

    

Culture, Intercultural Communication, Culturally Sensitive Care Websites: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercultural_competence  

http://www.nafsa.org/_/File/_/theory_connections_intercultural_competence.pdf  

YouTube videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJqBhLgSNQY  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTE0G9amZNk&list=RDGOHvMz7dl2A  

(10 Ways to Offend People in Other Countries) 

 

On site week in Pamplona, Spain 

Readings: 

Shipley, S. D. (2010). Listening: A Concept Analysis. Nursing Forum, 45(2), 125-134. 

Kuijpers, W., Groen, W. G., Aaronson, N. K., & van Harten, W. H. (2013). A systematic review of web-

based interventions for patient empowerment and physical activity in chronic diseases: Relevance for 

cancer survivors. Journal of Medical Internet Research, 15(2), 1-18. 

Juth, N., Lindblad, A., Lynöe, Sjöstrand, & Helgesson, G. (2010). European Association for Palliative Care 

(EAPC) framework for palliative sedations: An ethical discussion. BMC Palliative Care, 9(20), 1-5. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_National_Health_System
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercultural_competence
http://www.nafsa.org/_/File/_/theory_connections_intercultural_competence.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJqBhLgSNQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTE0G9amZNk&list=RDGOHvMz7dl2A


Bruyneel, L., Li, B., Ausserhofer, D., Lesaffre, E., Dumitrescu, I., Smith, H. L., . . . Sermeu, W. (2015). 

Organization of hospital nursing, provision of nursing care, and patient experiences with care in Europe. 

Medical Care Research and Review, 72(6), 643-664. 

Astier-Peña, M. P., Torijano-Casalengua, M. L., Olivera-Cañadas, G., Silvestre-Busto, C., Agra-Varela, Y., & 

Maderuelo-Fernándex, J. A. (2015). Are Spanish primary care professionals aware of patient safety? 

European Journal of Public Health, 25(2). doi:10.1093/eurpub/ckv066 

 

Post-Session 1 

Skolnik, R. (2012). Global health 101 (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Jones & Bartlett. 

Chapters 6 
Post-Session 2 

Skolnik, R. (2012). Global health 101 (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Jones & Bartlett. 

Chapter 5 
Post-Session 3 

Skolnik, R. (2012). Global health 101 (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Jones & Bartlett. 

Chapter 1, 9, 10 
Post-Session 4 

Skolnik, R. (2012). Global health 101 (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Jones & Bartlett. 

Chapter 2-4 
Post-Session 5 

Skolnik, R. (2012). Global health 101 (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Jones & Bartlett. 

Chapter 14, 15 
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
Zunzunegui, M. V., Beland, F., & Otero, A. (2001). Support from children, living arrangements, 
self-rated health and depressive symptoms of older people in Spain. International Journal of 
Epidemiology, 30(5), 1090-1099.  

Glia, M., Roca, M., Basu, S., McKee, M., & Stuckler, D. (2012). The mental health risks of 
economic crisis in Spain: Evidence from primary care centres, 2006 and 2010. The European 
Journal of Public Health, 23(1), 103-108. 

Oliva, J., Lobo, F., Molina, B., & Monereo, S. (2004). Direct health care costs of diabetic patients 
in Spain. Diabetes Care, 27(11), 2616-2621. 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 



 Post-departure discussion groups 

 Classroom discussion 

 Cultural immersion activities 

 Journaling and reflection 

 

EVALUATION 

The student's performance in the course will be measured by participation, class attendance, 

presentation and paper as follows: 

 Daily reflective journal entries:  (10 points x 5) = 50 

 Daily participation in scheduled learning activities  (10 points x 5) = 50 

 Cultural immersion reflection (5 points x 4) = 20 

 Post experience health issue paper: 50 points 

 Post experience sessions (10 points each class) = 50 

 Post experience presentation: 10 

 Total possible points = 230 

 

IUSON Grading Scale 

Letter Percentage 

A+ 97-100 

A 93-96.99 

A- 90-92.99 

B+ 87-89.99 

B 83-86.99 

B- 80-82.99 

C+ 77-79.99 

C 73-76.99 

C- 70-72.99 



D+ 67-69.99 

D 63-66.99 

D- 60-62.99 

F 0-59.99 

Undergraduate students: 

A grade of “C” is the cut-off for a passing grade in this course for undergraduate students. Final 

grades will be rounded to the closest whole number using the 0.5 rule. For example, a 185.44 is 

a 185. A 185.84 is a 186. 

Graduate students: 

A grade of “B-” is the cut-off for a passing grade in this course for graduate students. 

Academic Misconduct: 

Academic misconduct is a serious event that may result in an academic penalty or sanction.  Misconduct 

includes cheating, fabrication, facilitation of cheating, unauthorized collaboration, interference, 

plagiarism, and violation of course rules. This includes, but is not limited to, assignments and 

examinations.  Sanctions can result in a lower or failing grade on an assignment or exam.  Sanctions can 

also result in probation or a course grade of “W” or “F”.  Additional sanctions may apply including 

dismissal from the nursing program. Refer to the Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct 

at http://studentaffairs.iupui.edu/student-rights/student-code/index.shtml 

IUPUI Policies: 

There are a number of campus-wide policies governing the conduct of courses at IUPUI. These can be 

found at http://registrar.iupui.edu/course_policies.html 

IUPUI Study Abroad: 

More information about IUPUI study abroad “Before you go” can be found at 

http://abroad.iupui.edu/departure/index.html 

http://studentaffairs.iupui.edu/student-rights/student-code/index.shtml
http://registrar.iupui.edu/course_policies.html
http://abroad.iupui.edu/departure/index.html

